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Welcome

We are pleased to have the press present here today, because one of the main reasons for holding this 
exhibition is to create more awareness about the issues of sustainable urban development – and we hope 
you will help us with that! 

 

Another reason for holding the exhibition is to promote more exchange and collaboration between China and 
Denmark in this field. 

 

 
We have just had a seminar today with both Chinese and Danish authorities, professionals and industry – to 
identify areas in which that would be relevant and mutually beneficial. 

 

 

Challenges and opportunities  

During the past 30 years China has made enormous  progress in improving the living conditions of its people 
– and Shanghai is perhaps the finest example of that – but the modernization and urbanization also put 
tremendous pressure on both local and global environments. 

 

Also during the past 30 years Denmark has developed some experiences, know-how and technologies to 
meet this challenge. They may not always be the right answers for China – after all Denmark and China are 
quite different – but we hope that through increased research and development, together we will be able to 
find answers that will not only benefit China, but the whole world. 

Intentions  

China has an opportunity to set a new agenda in the world for international collaboration, to improve living 
environments and fight climate change. 

 

At the APEC Business Summit in Sydney, Australia, last week, Chinese President Hu Jintao, said: Faced 
with both opportunities and challenges, we must carefully think about and seriously answer the question of 
how to jointly build a sustainable future. 

APEC

 

 
This is exactly the intentions of the CO-EVOLUTION project – even if it is just a very small contribution to a 
very big agenda. 
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The value of intercultural and interdisciplinary cooperation to create better cities and better living 
environments – and to help solving global environmental problems – was internationally recognized by the 
Architecture Biennale in Venice last year, where the project was awarded the prestigious Golden Lion. 
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The CO-EVOLUTION exhibition – which we show here in its full extent for the first time in China – consists of 
four projects developed in collaboration between four groups of young Danish architects and professors and 
students from four of the biggest Chinese cities; Shanghai, Beijing, Chongqing and Xi’an. 
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The Harmonious City( ) 

In addition to these projects we also show some of the technologies, the know-how and legislation 
developed in Denmark to create harmonious cities. This is not to say that there are not many unsolved 
problems in Denmark, but we have decided to focus on the positive results, as they may better serve as 
inspiration.  

 

 

Dialogue  

The Harmonious CIty part of the exhibition also includes some proposals by students from Tongji University 
on how to use Danish ideas and experiences in Shanghai. 

 

Thus, the intention of this exhibition – CO-EVOLUTION – Danish/Chinese Ideas about the Harmonious City 
– is also to stimulate a dialogue about what the harmonious city really is – and how it could possibly be 
realized – in China, as well as in Denmark. 

 

 
 
Prof. Pan Haixiao, Tongji University and Henrik Valeur, Creative Director of UiD 
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